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Vasodilators in Cardiac Disease. Franze (Folia Therapeutic, 
■ u '».i* slat “ i1m ‘ the peripheral resistance in the arterial system 
is an important factor in tlie treatment of heart lesions. In the control 
ot this resistance the several drugs most commonly used are glyceryl 
nitrate, amyl nitrite, sodium nitrite, and potassium and sodium iodide: 
he last two being most usually employed. They act by lessening 
the tiscosity of the blood and thus diminish the resistance due to this 
factor.^ I he preferable method of administration of the last is to give 
If to o grains five times daily for a period of two or three years! in 
!™y T ,lth a P'f “f ° nc week, and after eveiy three months a 
pause of a month, should be made. Other substances which may be 
employed to lessen high arterial tension are isobutyl nitrite, liydroxy- 
lamme hydrochloride, and diuretin, which last is to be preferred since 
it is practically free from undesirable by-effects. 

r Cre °, 3 re t f Carll0I ) at6 ta Bronchial and Pnlmonaiy Affections in Infants.— 
John (Thcrap. Monata. 1907, .yd, 516) draws the following conclusions 
from his observations of the action of this substance in 100 non-tubercu- 
lous patients: Creosote carbonate possesses a distinct curative action 
in the various bronchial and pulmonary affections; whether these be 
due to Frenkel s pneumococcus, the streptococcus, Friedlander’s pneu¬ 
monia bacillus, the staphylococcus, or to other causes. Whether this 
is due to its preventive influence upon bacterial growth or to the fact 
that it exerts a reparative action upon the local process or whether it 
combats the products of the growth of the bacteria in the organism it 
is not possible to do more than theorize. The results show that creosote 
carbonate is an agent of considerable efficacy, and one worthy of more 
extended use. 

Cadcram boride in Thaapeusis.— Cables (Journal de medccine de 
Bordeaux, 1907, yncvn, 472) considers calcium chloride a most useful 
drug, and cites the following indications for its employment: It was 
iirst used m the control of hemorrhage, epistaxis, hemoptysis, etc., and 
in hemorrhoidal bleeding and hemophilia. Here it acts by increasing 
the coagulability of the blood. On account of its influence in the pro¬ 
duction of fibrin-ferment it possesses a favorable effect in urticaria and 
acute cedema; it is particularly useful in the urticaria resulting from the 
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injection of therapeutic sera and in that due to intoxication. Its anti- 
hemolytic action renders it useful in bilious kemoglobinuric fever. In 
nephritis it sometimes reduces the albuminuria, the reduction being 
due to its antihemolytic action, to its antitoxic effect, and to its antagon¬ 
ism to the sodium ion, the latter being increased in renal lesions; also 
in small doses it is diuretic. Its effect in lessening nervous excitability 
pves it a field of usefulness in tetany, glottic spasm, convulsions, and 
laiyngismus stridulus.^ As a cardiac tonic it increases the force of the 
heart and lowers arterial tension, and in pneumonia it has a neutralizing 
effect upon the accumulation of the sodium salts in the organism, 
lhc drug is easily taken in doses of from 15 to GO grains daily in milk 
beer, or syrup of peppermint. It is important to interrupt its admin¬ 
istration for one day in every four, and to suspend treatment even- 
eight or ten days. In aged patients, who are liable to calcium retention, 
it should he avoided for its administration may result in calcification of the 
vascular system. _ 


Mercury Bibromide in Syphilis.— Daumier (Revue de iherap., 1907, 
tr*V\ wconuncnds the following formula as being particularly 
effective in the nervous lesions of syphilis: Mercury bromide, 27 
gnuns; sodium bromide, 21 grains; sterile water to make 2* drams. 
The mixture is employed as an intramuscular injection, and has the 
advantage that it causes no pain. 


Vaccine Treatment in Skin Diseases.— Whitfield (Journal of 
Cutaneous Diseases, 1907, xxv, 529) considers that vaccine treatment 
foreshadows an enormous advance in our control of infective disorders, 
but our present lack of knowledge renders results uncertain in some 
instances. The vaccine treatment of boils is uniformly successful, and 
is tlie only reliable treatment for furunculosis. In sycosis the treatment 
is a valuable aid, but must be continued for long periods and is best 
combined with x-ray depilation. In acne the treatment is uncertain, 
sometimes proving successful and at others of no avail. In septic 
dermatitis^ and ulcers the treatment is valuable as an auxiliary. In 
Bazin’s disease it is uncertain, but sometimes of assistance. It is of 
great value in tuberculous ulceration. In lupus the treatment alone 
is too slow and uncertain to be recommended, but may prove of value 
in preventing relapse after treatment with Finsen’s light, and it may 
be combined with benefit with the x-rays. 


The Treatment of Laryngeal Tuberculosis.— Jurasz (Dcut. med. Woch., 
1907, xxxm, 1073) recommends in the prophylaxis of this condition the 
inhalation of sprays of alkaline or sodium chloride solutions, the em¬ 
ployment of expectorants and balsam of Peru, and disinfection of the 
sputum.^ In local treatment the astringents should be avoided, but 
insufflations of boric acid, orthoform, or iodol may be employed. ■ The 
infiltrations of the posterior wall of the larynx and of the intcrarytenoid 
fold may be curetted and cauterized with 30 to SO per cent, lactic acid; 
the gal\ anocauten* may also be used here. The infiltrations of the 
aiytenoid cartilages should be scarified. The direct action of the 
sun s rays and treatment by Bier’s hyperemia, especially the latter, give 
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good results in instances of pain. Tracheotomy, performed to relieve 
mnv? n n^^°| bCrlC * t? t le ' OC f • C °. ndition - Pcrichondritic inflammations 
may S^SSSkT^ a " d ^ epiglottis ablation 

1907 6 |M re -m e ?5at f 14 *? 0 Faver -—T ctsch (AUg. Wien, med., Zcitung, 
I I - 3 . 33 ’ 343 ) llas treated enteric fever for the past five vears in 
the following manner: While the certainty of thediagnosis is not 

ml , en < tlied PIlt " ! ” t P"*™? 7 -. P? ins of quinine hydrochloride daily, 
of It d,a8n . 0sls ? ““s '-5 replaced by an emulsion of 3 drops 

hlilcd mllt C:lrLon!U r’ 3 Cr0 P s of eucalyptol, and about A ounce of 
,i *“? 0f co , nduran EO; this is given thrice daily." Twcnty- 
, “ treated recovered without complication, and them 

symp oms became rapidly ameliorated. The course of the 

Sr&rafhttfhLdell^: bl “ ^ a fCW inS,an “ S “ ,e te « re 

Diabet<!s Mellitns.— Socles (New York Med. 

h. ndi’om he “ X '’ , ’r ) f p0rts a ,P atient afTt '«« i with diabetes mellitus 
, hus achieved a cure by means of the administration of the 

rime The ® f ' h,ma P' 1,I “-2 drams in a glass of milk at each meal- 
a7o„„ tl^ 8 J d bcst ln connection with an antidiabetic diet. 
„ !“LL.: , n 1C f c“ S ;' r ‘ f ™ m thc urine it is advised that arsenic 

do d n£- I n, , ed,aat,on ! n gradually increased to medium 
dosage. This should be continued for at least two months, and if the 
sugar does not rc-appear starchy diet may be veiy gradually resumed 
reducing he c umaphilia one-half. If the glycvisun? ra-uppc"rs lhe 
we k he fh S ’7 W l bC ° m, 7 d and the ful1 dos “ resumed. After a few 
the ^afentt™rad“ ay a8am ali ° Wed «“« and so on until 

/ , S “ t0n 7n7 -?7^£ S T AcCording to Bernard (La nuinzainc 
Mwop, 1907, vm, 415) the treatment of diabetes by santonin gives 
a " ata 7 "*7?. ln al1 .‘•?P es of diabetes. In the mild instances about 
™“ b "f d Wfth.a vegetable cholagogue, is given twice daily 
at r?l-F n 7 !Pa m n”“ ; ln th , e more 5everc fo ™s a third dose is added 
kron kFi f tlme ‘. Tlas . medication is continued for three weeks and 
is followed by an intermission of from one to two weeks during which 
the patient s hygiene is regulated and his diet restricted. Other courses 
of santonin treatment are instituted depending on the persistence of 
nd S ‘rr a - t T , he p lkalics a r? -hT« compatible with”n“nin 

. and afford a useful adjunct to this form of treatment 

The Prolonged Ad minis tration of Digitalis.— Achert (Tied w,„ 
J -, 1007 -^ V ' W 5) c ? nsidere di e a!en (soluble digitoxin) the prepara- 
on to be preferred in order to avoid cumulative effects. It is especially 
usefu in myocarditis, cardiac weakness of chronic type, and in theVardiac 
disorders which occur in chrome nephritis. The ordinaty dosage is 
from I to 14 drops of the solution in which the drug is marketed- 
these quantities may be administered for continued periods in the above 
attections without causing unpleasant by-effects. 
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The Opsonic Treatment of Tuberculosis by Tuberculin.— Tukton 
(The Practitioner, 1907, lxxix, G50) reports results of the treatment of 
seventeen patients by this means, and summarizes as follows: Seven 
of the patients did very well and four others showed most encourag¬ 
ing improvement as a result, in his opinion, of the tuberculin 
injections." Other patients were less favorably affected. Of the 
causes of failure probably the first was that the treatment was not 
begun early enougii in the diease; here the immunizing power may be 
exhausted, the general nutrition at a low ebb, and the tissue destruction 
so great that recover}’ is hardly possible. Economic conditions also 
often interfere with success, for instance some patients cannot be re¬ 
moved from unsanitary surroundings, and it may be impossible to pro¬ 
cure proper food for them. Failure also may be due to the fact that it 
is impossible to inject, in each instance, a specific tuberculin manufac¬ 
tured from the particular strain of tubercle bacilli. In other than tuber¬ 
culous affections the greatest advantages arc to be obtained by injec¬ 
ting the patient with a vaccine made from his own infectivd organisms, 
and possibly greater success might be attained from a similar process 
in tuberculosis. Another bar to success in this form of treatment is 
the presence of a mixed infection. The doses used varied from 
Toxr to tbW milligram of a tuberculin solution diluted with 0.5 per 
cent, phenol so that 1 c.c. contains mg. of solid substance. The 
periodicity of the injections varied from four to twenty-one days. 
He is not inclined to abandon the use of the opsonic index in curry¬ 
ing out the treatment, but considers careful attention to the patient’s 
reaction, as shown by the index, to be essential to successful vaccine 
treatment. _ 


Tuberculotherapy in Tuberculosis.—Ross (New York Med. Jour., 
1907, lxxxvi, 8G9) advocates thg feeding of tuberculous patients with 
the raw or partially cooked meat from tuberculous animals. Such 
meat contains the toxins and antitoxins of the animals in proportion 
as their blood serum has had the power, and the muscular tissue and 
blood serum of a tuberculous animal are the main sources of that animal’s 
resistance; and so their flesh possesses immunizing qualifies, hitherto 
not deliberately utilized to cure disease. The exhibition of raw meat 
to phthisis patients is an inexact process since meat from a tubercle- 
free animal and meat from a tuberculous animal arc mixed from day 
to day. It is only by obtaining tuberculous meat and administering 
it in an exact and scientific manner that the full benefits in which 
Ross believes can be obtained. Accurate methods which he describes 
enable one to administer to a patient a measured quantity of meat 
containing tuberculotoxins and antitoxins, and to observe their reac¬ 
tions with some degree of accuracy. 


Antituberculosis Serum and the Tubercle Bacillus.— Binswanger 
( Zeniralbl. /. die gesammie Therapie, 1907, xxv, 454), in reviewing Mar- 
morek’s work and that of others on this subject, states that tuberculin 
has given very satisfactory results in the treatment of bone and joint 
tuberculosis, but that in the pulmonary form of the infection its action 
has been much less effectual. This is explained on the ground that in 
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pulmonary tuberculosis there is usually present a mixed infection which 
militates against the beneficial effects of the tuberculin. On this account 
hlarmorek immunized his “antituberculosis horses" against the strep¬ 
tococcus, thus producing a “double serum.” The statistics of this serum 
are, however, at present t0 ° few t0 aIl0W ° f definite “Onions being 

Antithyreoidin.— Holst ( Klinisch-ihemp. 
II och., 190/, xiv, 10S4) is firmly convinced that this preparation possesses 
a specific action in exophthalmic goitre. To strengthen his Assertion 
he reports a patient who was suffering from the disease in its typical form 
and in whom the iodine treatment had no effect save to induce rhinor- 
acn . JU ! ,'° immediately began to improve under treatment 
by antithyreoidin. The goitre became smaller, the palpitation, tremors, 
exophthalmos, and headache less, and in about six week the treatment 

th ! P f t j ent was discbar g ed - Two months later she 
reported that there lad been no recurrence. Holst considers the fact 
that the severe headache from which the patient suffered, and which 
had been rebellious to all forms of antineuralgic and counterirritant 
treatment, disappeared under Lae administration of the antithyreoidin 
‘s a strong point in favor of the specificity of this agent. The dosage 
which the patient received varied from 5 to 30 drops daily. 
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Bacteriological Infection of the Urinary Tract in Childhood.—C. R Bov 
(.Lancet , 1908, i, 77) classifies infections of the urinary tract in children 
as descending and trending infections, and those by contiguity. 
Descending infection is also termed hematogenous, and is not bv anv 

a C ?T m0 ,r T Urrc !T . T . he body can dispose of enormous 
numbers of bacilli (proved by injection) without their appearing in 
the urine or other secretions. When they do appear, the timeof their 
appearance and the substances which appear with them lead to the 
presumption of renal damage. The quantities which appear in the 
urine are not in any way comparable to the quantities injected. Bacil- 
luna is usually due to an ascending infection, and the ureter is the com¬ 
mon highway of infection. The commonest infection in children is due 
to the colon bacillus. The more frequent occurrence of these infec¬ 
tions in girls than in boys is due to the shortness of the female urethra 
and the proximity of its orifice to the anus. The colon bacillus is 
frequently found in the urine of children suffering from thread worms- 

and tbe wo ! :ms ? ven have found there, thus suggesting 
that they may carry the colon bacillus into the urine and even the bladder 



